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Recycle-ready packaging is the law

WELCOME TO THE TEAM!

Recology Butte Colusa Counties
is happy to introduce Rachel
Ostrander, our new Waste Zero
Specialist.

Rachel has a master’s degree

in environmental policy and
management and, before joining
Recology, was a fellow with the
California Climate Action Corps,
focusing on wildlife resilience, urban
greening, and food recovery.

CONTACT US!

2720 South Fifth Avenue
Oroville, CA 95965

Recology Butte Colusa

Consumers should see more recyclable
containers in grocery aisles, coffee
shops, and takeout restaurants thanks
to a state law aimed at reducing waste
and keeping plastics out of gutters,
landfills, and waterways.

California Senate Bill 54 (SB 54)
requires companies that make
single-use packaging and food
containers to help fund recycling
programs and use materials that can

be recycled or composted. Although
the law took effect in January 2025,
some products that do not meet the
new standard, such as styrofoam, are
still commonly found.

Styrofoam, a lightweight plastic foam
made from polystyrene, is often used
for takeout food containers, cups,
plates, and packing materials used
during shipping. CalRecycle, the state
agency responsible for overseeing
and enforcing the law, is working with
manufacturers to phase it out.

Styrofoam is troublesome because it is
virtually impossible to recycle, breaks
down into tiny microplastic pieces
that litter the environment and harm
wildlife, and can take hundreds of
years to decompose.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

- Choose recyclable options when
buying or ordering takeout.

- Support compliant businesses —
your purchases encourage faster
adoption.

- Sort discards correctly in
accordance with local guidelines.
Do not put styrofoam packaging,
cups, plates, or other polystyrene
items into the blue recycling cart.
Put them into your gray cart.

By staying informed and making
conscious choices, you can play a
crucial role in turning SB 54's goals
into everyday reality.

“Those experiences strengthened my commitment to
building healthier, more sustainable communities, and

taught me that meaningful environmental work often
happens when you are hands-on,” says Rachel. “| believe
strongly in the possibility of a world with zero waste,
where resources are valued, and items are reused,

repaired, or repurposed.”

If you have questions or would like to talk about
waste-reduction strategies for your home or business,
contact Rachel or other members of the Waste Zero
team at rbccwastezero@recology.com.

530.533.5868
recology.com

Rachel Ostrander
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Rinsing bottles, cans, and containers
before tossing them in the blue
recycling cart isn't just a nice gesture;
it helps keep the whole system
working efficiently.

Leftover food or liquids can
contaminate other materials, making
them impossible to recycle and
often sending them straight to the
landfill.

Help us divert recyclable materials
from the landfill and be a Waste Zero
Hero: Keep recyclables empty,

clean, and dry.
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